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THE BENGALI ALPHABET

CLASSIFICATION OF BENGALI SOUNDS

C       O N       S O      N A     N T      S V O  W   E  L S
Family Hard Soft Soft Soft Hard

 Held Huffed  Held Huffed Nasals Semi-
vowels

Spirants Short Long Diphthongs

Guttural  ka kha  ga gha  n¹a  ha  hha  a  aa  e, ei  ee, oy

 ± ²  ³ ́  µ  ã  @  A  AÁ  J K
Palatal  ca cha  ja jha n²a ya sha i ii

 ¶ ·  ̧  ¹ ° ½ ® S D
Cerebral ta tha da dha na ra sa rri

 q w  e r t m ¿ H
ra rha ya

 E R n
Dental  ta tha  da dha na la sa

 y u  i o p ¬ \
Labial  pa pha  ba bha ma ba hha u uu  o oo, au

 z x  c v b c @  F G  L è
Others  n° n^

È  Ï
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PRONUNCIATION OF VOWELS

 INDEPENDENT   A DIFFERENT SHAPE
 OR INITIAL  AS IS USED WHEN IT IS
 AND SOUNDS IN THE JOINED BEHIND A
 ROMANIZED LIKE... ENGLISH CONSONANT (SUCH AS
 PHONETIC  WORD WITH “z” "pa" ...)

Î (no   (no sound) zÎ p ("p'")
  vowel)

A a  (inherent a) z pa
 very short "a"  "wander"
 very short "o"  "off"

Aa aa long "a" "far" zÁ paa
Aºa a flat "a" "apple" zºÁ pa, pyaa
S i short "i" "fill" sz pi
D ii long "i" "feel" zd pii
F u short "u" "pull" zf pu
G uu long "oo" "pool" zg puu
H rri short "ri" "triple" zh prri
J e short "e" "egg" Êz pe
K ee long "oi" "boil" Ëz pee ("poi")
L o short "o" "on" ÊzÁ po
è oo long "o" "owner", "now" Êzà poo

      ("pau/pow")
È nº nasal "ng"  "singer" zÈ pan°

      ("pang")
@ hh abrupt "h" "Judah" z@ pahh
 Ï ^  nasal faintly as zÏ p^a

     in French "non"  ("pan")
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PRONUNCIATION OF CONSONANTS

  ROMANIZED SOUNDS
  AS LIKE IN THE ENGLISH WORD

Guttural  ±… k "k" in "keen"

- in the throat ²Î kh "kh" in "rockhead"

³Î g "g" in "get"

´Î gh "gh" in "slagheap"

µÎ n¹ "n" in "donkey"

Palatal ¶… c "ch" in "chair"

- on the palate ·… ch chh" in "matchhead"

¸… j "j" in "enjoy"

¹Î jh "dgeh" in "hedgehog"

°Î n² "n" in "pinch"

Cerebral q… t "t" in "alter"

- on the roof wÎ th "th" in "malthouse"

   of the mouth e… d "d" in "Dad"

EÎ r "rr" in "barred"

r… dh "dh" in "goldhammer"

RÎ rh "rrh" in "myrrh lump"

tÎ n "n" in "inlaid"

Dental yÎ (=ù) t "t"  in "ant"

- on the teeth uÎ th "th" in "warthog"

iÎ d "d" in "beds"

oÎ dh "dh" in "redheads"

pÎ n "n" in "bending"

Labial zÎ p "p" in "peace"

- on the lips x… ph "ph" in "uphold"

cÎ b,v,w "b" in "bob"("swim, twin")
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v… bh "bh" in "nibholder"

bÎ m "m" in "meet"

nÎ y "j" in "jog"

Forward ½Î y "y" in "yes"

semi-vowels mÎ r "r" in "right"

¬Î l "l" in "love"

Sibillants ®Î sh "sh" in "ship"

¿Î s "sh" in "washtub"

\Î s "sh" in "ensure"

Guttural semi-vowel ã… h "h" in "heart"
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WRITING OF SYLLABLES
Vowel Leading Form: Independent or as Initial Followed by a Non-Vowel

+n° +hha +^ +p` +pa,
etc.

+rpa,
etc.

a+ AÈ A@ AÏ Az… Az Azí
aa+ AaÈ Aa@ AÏa Aaz… Aaz Aazí
a+ AºaÈ Aºa@ AºÏÁ Aaºz… Aºaz Aºazí
i+ SÈ S@ SÏ Sz… Sz Szí
ii+ DÈ D@ DÏ Dz… Dz Dzí
u+ FÈ F@ FÏ Fz… Fz Fzí

uu+ GÈ G@ GÏ Gz… Gz Gzí
rri+ HÈ H@ HÏ Hz… Hz Hzí
e+ JÈ J@ JÏ Jz… Jz Jzí
ee+ KÈ K@ KÏ Kz… Kz Kzí
o+ LÈ L@ LÏ Lz… Lz Lzí

oo+ èÈ è@ èÏ èz… èz èzí
n°+ - - - Èz… Èz -
hh+ - - - @z… @z -
^+ - - -  Ïz…  Ïz -
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Vowel Trailing (Also referred to as “Vowel Form Following a Consonant”)
+'  +a  +aa  +i  +ii  +u  +uu  +rri  +e +ee +o  +oo  (+an°)

k... ±… ± ±Á s± ±d ±‚ ±ƒ ±„ Ê± Ë± Ê±Á Ê±à ±È
kh.. ²Î ² ²Á s² ²d ²f ²g ²h Ê² Ë² Ê²Á Ê²à ²È
g... ³Î ³ ³Á s³ ³d Ó ³g ³h Ê³ Ë³ Ê³Á Ê³à ³È
gh.. ´Î ´ ´Á Ê´ ´d ´f ´g ´h Ê´ Ë´ Ê´Á Ê´à ´È
n¹.. µÎ µ µÁ sµ µd µ› µœ µŸ Êµ Ëµ ÊµÁ Êµà µÈ
c... ¶… ¶ ¶Á s¶ ¶d ¶› ¶œ ¶Ÿ Ê¶ Ë¶ Ê¶Á Ê¶à ¶È
ch.. ·… · ·Á s· ·d ·› ·œ ·Ÿ Ê· Ë· Ê·Á Ê·à ·È
j... ¸… ¸ ¸Á s¸ ¸d ¸› ¸œ ¸Ÿ Ê¸ Ë¸ Ê¸Á Ê¸à ¸È
jh.. ¹Î ¹ ¹Á s¹ ¹d ¹f ¹g ¹h Ê¹ Ë¹ Ê¹Á Ê¹à ¹È
n².. °Î ° °Á s° °d °f °g °h Ê° Ë° Ê°Á Ê°à °È
t... q… q qÁ sq qd q› qœ qŸ Êq Ëq ÊqÁ Êqà qÈ
th.. wÎ w wÁ sw wd wf wg wh Êw Ëw ÊwÁ Êwà wÈ
d... e… e eÁ se ed e› eœ eŸ Êe Ëe ÊeÁ Êeà eÈ
dh.. r… r rÁ sr rd r› rœ rŸ Êr Ër ÊrÁ Êrà rÈ
r... EÎ E EÁ sE Ed Ef Eg ÊE ËE ÊEÁ ÊEà EÈ
rh.. RÎ R RÁ sR Rd Rf Rg ÊR ËR ÊRÁ ÊRà RÈ
n... tÎ t tÁ st td tf tg th Êt Ët ÊtÁ Êtà tÈ
t... yÎ=ù y yÁ sy yd y› yœ yŸ Êy Ëy ÊyÁ Êyà yÈ
th.. uÎ u uÁ su ud uf ug uh Êu Ëu ÊuÁ Êuà uÈ
d... iÎ i iÁ si id if=Û ig ih Êi Ëi ÊiÁ Êià iÈ
dh.. oÎ o oÁ so od of og oh Êo Ëo ÊoÁ Êoà oÈ
n... pÎ p pÁ sp pd pf pg ph Êp Ëp ÊpÁ Êpà pÈ
p... zÎ z zÁ sz zd zf zg zh Êz Ëz ÊzÁ Êzà zÈ
ph.. x… x xÁ sx xd x‚ xƒ x„ Êx Ëx ÊxÁ Êxà xÈ
b... cÎ c cÁ sc cd cf cg ch Êc Ëc ÊcÁ Êcà cÈ
bh.. v… v vÁ sv vd v› vœ vŸ Êv Ëv ÊvÁ Êvà vÈ
m... bÎ b bÁ sb bd bf bg bh Êb Ëb ÊbÁ Êbà bÈ
y... ½Î ½ ½Á s½ ½d ½f ½g ½h Ê½ Ë½ Ê½Á Ê½à ½È
y... nÎ n nÁ sn nd nf ng nh Ên Ën ÊnÁ Ênà nÈ
r... mÎ m mÁ sm md mf=mÆ mg=mÇ Êm Ëm ÊmÁ Êmà mÈ
l... ¬Î ¬ ¬Á s¬ ¬d ¬f ¬g ¬h Ê¬ Ë¬ Ê¬Á Ê¬à ¬È
sh.. ®Î ® ®Á s® ®d ®f=ë ®g ®h Ê® Ë® Ê®Á Ê®à ®È
s... ¿Î ¿ ¿Á s¿ ¿d ¿f ¿g ¿h Ê¿ Ë¿ Ê¿Á Ê¿à ¿È
s \Î \ \Á s\ \d \f \g \h Ê\ Ë\ Ê\Á Ê\à \È
h... ã… ã ãÁ sã ãd ã›=À ãœ ãŸ=§  Êã Ëã ÊãÁ Êãà ãÈ
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Similar use applies with “+AºÁ, +@,+ Ï ” forming ±ºÁ, ±@, ±Ï...,
²ºÁ, ²@, ²Ï...,” and so on.
Note the special forms:- Ó=³f ù=y… Û=if mÆ=mf mÇ=mg ë=®f À=ã›
§=ãŸ


