Student: Teaching Truth in Bengali
THE BENGALI ALPHABET
| CLASSIFICATION OF BENGALI SOUNDS
C O N S O NAN T S VOWE LS
Family | Hard Soft Soft | Soft | Hard
fekd Hoffed [fed Ffled [ Nasls |~ Semi- | Spins | Svort | Long [Diphbones
Gutwral | ka kha | ga gha | n'a | ha | hha a aa |e, ei ee, Oy
- SN T2 oW g Q@
Palatal | ca cha | ja jha | n?a | ya | sha i i
Bozsgad @ 7 4 T 5
Cerebral | t5 tha |da dha | na ra sa rri
TSSO o | 7| T A
ra rha ya
IG| | @
Dental | t3 tha |da dha | na la sa
WMo wyg 5 5|7
Labial | na pha |babha | ma | ba | hha | u uu |0 00,au
MATIe T |7 |2 T T 383
Others © | o~
o O]
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Student:

Teaching Truth in Bengali

PRONUNCIATION OF VOWELS

INDEPENDENT
OR INITIAL AS
AND SOUNDS IN THE
ROMANIZED  LIKE... ENGLISH
PHONETIC WORD
. (no (no sound)
vowel)

O a (inherent a)
very short "a" "wander"
very short "o"  "off"

Sl aa long "a" "far"

WT a ﬂat non nappleu

T short "i"  "fill"

5 i long "i"  "feel"

T u short "u" "pull”

S uu long "00" "pool"

A i short "ri" "triple"

qQ e short "e" "egg"

gg

@I' ee long "o "boil"

8 o short "o" "on"

83 oo long "o" "owner", "now"

N nasal "ng"  "singer"

s hh abrupt "h"  "Judah"

nasal faintly as

in French "non"
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A DIFFERENT SHAPE
IS USED WHEN IT IS
JOINED BEHIND A
CONSONANT (SUCH AS
WITH “#” "pa" ...)

T e
il pa

paa
pa, pyaa

pi

pii

pu

puu

prri

pe
pee ("poi")

po

poo
("pawpow")

o

33FIeet DS 2

v

pan

("pang")
° pahh

"’T pha

(Hpan")
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PRONUNCIATION OF CONSONANTS

ROMANIZED SOUNDS

AS LIKE IN THE ENGLISH WORD
Guttural 3? k "k" in "keen"
- in the throat 'Q[ kh "kh" in "rockhead"
6‘[ g "g" in "get"
Q: gh "gh" in "slagheap"
\\9\ n' "n" in "donkey"
Palatal E c "ch" in "chair"
- on the palate 5\ ch chh" in "matchhead"
%T ] " in "enjoy"
3{ jh "dgeh" in "hedgehog"
63\ n? "n" in "pinch"
Cerebral E- t "t" in "alter"
- on the roof 3\ th "th" in "malthouse"
of the mouth :5 d "d" in "Dad"
3\ r "rr" in "barred"
E dh "dh" in "goldhammer"
Q rh "rrh" in "myrrh lump"
Ot n "n" in "inlaid"
Dental 6\ (:Q) t "t" in "ant"
- on the teeth 2[ th "th" in "warthog"
k3 d "d" in "beds"
o{ dh "dh" in "redheads"
ﬂ: n "n" in "bending"
Labial 7t P "p" in "peace"
- on the lips $\ ph "ph" in "uphold"
3\ b,v,w "b" in "bob"("swim, twin")
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Teaching Truth in Bengali

Student:
) bh "bh"
ﬂ: m "m"
T i
Forward 2[ y "y"
semi-vowels ?\ r "
;[ 1 "1"
Sibillants T sh "sh"
8: s "sh"
ﬁ: s "sh"
Guttural semi-vowel { h "h"

AN
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in "nibholder"
in "meet"

in "jog"

in "yes"

in "right"

in "love"

in "ship"

in "washtub"
in "ensure"

in "heart"
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WRITING OF SYLLABLES

VYowel Leading Form: Independent or as Initial Followed by a Non-Vowel

+n° | +hha + +p’ +pa, | +rpa,
etc. etc.
at | W | e | W | e | e | e
aa+ 2 s | o | wsuef | wuet | e
at e | Spte | OBl | S | Sutef | ooief
i+ ® W T | T |
i+ | 3 513 5 5% | % | 5
ut | B T3 ) T | T | O
uut [N I°F <) @"\f Cx &
rri+ LS KB of | oA | oA
et | @ Qs q af | @t | e
cor | @ | @ | & | @y | a% | af
ot | 8 | 8 8 | 8% | 84 | af
oot | 32 | 3z | § | &t | 8% | 3
n°+ - - - Nt N -
hh+ - - - 33 3™ -
At _ _ _ < f “op -
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Student:

Vowel Trailing (Also referred to as “Vowel Form Following a Consonant™)

)

R E b PE bR S RB PR BE R FFFEENPRRFREF R R
ETEEREEBE S EE R EEREEREEERREEREEERER

SEZEECEERE S CBEEREEREEECEELREEEEEEEREE
LT EERBEBE SRR R ERE L EEELELEEREEEREY

PEZEECLEBE IR RREREERELEEEEEREEREEEREY
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FTRECTECHBERECEPEEEFPErEFrFriimGRiEEFEEERmE®
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Similar use applies with “+901, +2,+ ” forming ¥, &3, F. ..,
o5, 2z, 2. . .” and so on.

Note the special forms:- =% ¢=9 =% ®=9 &=9 ¥=4 T=%
=7
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